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Plato’s Apology and Plato’s Crito
In Plato’s Crito, Socrates refuses an opportunity given to him to escape jail. He tends to justify his decisions when he embraces a philosophy of law that appears to condemn any illegal acts that he may have committed (Plato). He speaks and says that no citizen of Athens under what circumstances would voluntarily do what is unjust. According to Socrates, he was committed to justice and legality (Kraut, 1981) and he was fighting for all citizens of Athena to acquire that. Socrates boasted that he ignored the order of the thirty oleographs since he deemed it unjust (Plato). He decided that if the jurors advised him on giving up his philosophy in exchange for his freedom, he would have no choice but to disobey them. He later stated that the Athenians people did not need a democratic state since the state had rules that only favored the prominent people in Athens (Plato).
As depicted in the speech that Socrates makes at the trial in which he is accused of not recognizing the gods by the state, corrupting the youths of Athens and inventing new deities, he tends to defend himself and his conducts. In most parts of the speech, Socrates speaks in a plain, conservational manner and he states that he does not understand the language used in the state law courts. He explained that he has no related experience in the law courts (Kraut, 1981). Instead, he speaks in a manner only Socrates are accustomed to with honesty and directedness. Socrates continues and states that his behavior stems from a prophecy which was foreseen by the oracle at Delphi which claimed that he was the wisest of all men since he recognized most worldly affairs (Plato). Moreover, Socrates concluded that he is wiser than any other men that included the jurors since he claimed he knew what nobody else knew (Kraut, 1981).To justify this peculiar prophecy and also explain his wisdom, he went ahead to explain that he considered his responsibility to question the supposed wise men in the state, by wise men he meant all the state officials and to expose their false wisdom which to him was termed as ignorance (Plato). All these activities during the trial caused him a great admiration among the youth of Athens. However, it brings hatred and anger from the people he had embarrassed, and he goes ahead and cites their contempt as the reason he was behind bars (Plato). Socrates describes himself as gadfly stinging the lazy horse, and without him, the horse is likely to drift in a deep sleep. In this case, the gadfly is Socrates, and the horse is the Athenian state, through his influence the state can be wakened into a productive, virtuous state (Plato).
I think that Socrates was one of civilian heroes who pioneered the use of dialect method in philosophy, also for being a Marty for philosophical inquiry when he stood up against the state of Athens. However, I.F Stone doesn’t think so. In the interview he talks about how people tend to take accusations which were made towards Socrates to be foregone conclusions, and his forced execution was a result of an unfair trial of an Athenian administration that was too entrenched with its power (Summer, 1989).  In the interview, I.F Stone has a different view concerning Socrates. He describes him to have an anti-democratic, anti-populist look of an average person to pretty much doing nothing (Summer, 1989). Socrates thought that the Athena’s were people who required a shepherd to keep them from going astray. However, this was going against the prevailing Athenian attitude which they understood that they were perfectly capable of governing themselves. I. F Stone continues describing Socrates saying that the main reason that he chooses to withdraw from Athenian republic life and continue philosophizing was to gain the admiration of the youth through learning their attention. However, I agree with Stones point of view when he criticizes Socrates for identifying himself as a gadfly and also indicating that he was the wisest person present in the state. This makes me wonder whether or not Socrates was himself a closet skeptic; the reason is that Socrates was after preaching about the perfect definition of virtue yet he always criticized the members of the state rules and their governance.
	Crito’s Values
	Socrates’ Values
	Use of Analogies
	City Vs. Individual
	Family Vs. Individual

	· Wisdom
· Courage
· Justice
· Advocates for Athenian's to change their human nature.
	· Enhances the philosophical law
· Obedience to the state rules
· Value of human life
	The gadfly and the horse analogy: Socrates were like gadfly to the state without them they would not survive.
The state officials accused Socrates for political disobedience for not abiding the rules but according to Socrates, it was for the benefit of the state.
Socrates use of plain language in the trial compared to polished law courts language
	· The city controlled by state rules while individuals controlled by reputation wealth and status.
· It was a democratic state-
· Socrates valued the city and they believed they had come to protect the Athenian's. While some of the individuals preferred a democratic state.
	· They were supposed to protect each other but one was supposed to take care of his individual soul.
· Value of family and individual respect to the state.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Socrates valued virtue because throughout his defense speech Socrates stressed that a human being must care for his soul more than that of his fellow citizens. He advised the citizens not to bother more on wealth, reputation. Socrates believed that his mission from the god was to examine the good for the human soul and he insisted that wealth does not bring human excellence or virtue (Plato). Socrates values philosophical law, and he follows it to the latter. After the jury has sentenced him to death, he tells them that he could never keep silence because the unexamined life was not worth living. He would rather die than be unjust (Plato). He valued human life, and always insisted that the Athenians should change their human nature (Plato). This is evident when he states that the pain and pleasure naturally direct humans and the Athenians were drawn to the earthly pleasures. To Socrates, they lived life to value, and that meant to reflect upon their everyday motivations and also inquire into what is worth that is justice, wisdom, and courage. Socrates seems to argue that a person must always obey the state and its laws (Allen, 1973)). However, he is ready to defy any laws that will prohibit him from practicing philosophy. Socrates argues that it will be unjust for the state to deny him the use of a dialect (Hall, 2017). He justifies his claims when he states that what he did was supposed to benefit the state. Socrates described himself as an important person in Athens since he challenged the unjust decisions by the state officials, which without him would be in a disastrous state. He uses the principle that one should never do what is just and wrong if it’s not for the benefit of a larger cause (Plato).
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